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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) S Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5 ) D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 7-05) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Maii Date 10052005 



Application/Control Number: 10/762,820 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2683 

DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

Publication dates are only provided for references A2 and A6 on the 10/04 IDS. 
The Brown reference (4/05 IDS) appears to have an incorrect document number. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claim 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Wong et al. US 
6,654,746. 

As per claim 1, Wong teaches an adaptive polling method for updating data 
between at least one data server and a mobile communication device (Abstract), the 
improvement comprising, 

retrieving current pre-emptive criteria from said at least one data server (figure 7 
shows the system checking if the file-to-be-updated has changed recently); 

comparing said current pre-emptive criteria to previously stored pre-emptive 
criteria (figure 6 shows Check Interval, Last Checked, Last Save Time Stamp), and 

in the event said current pre-emptive criteria does not equal said previously 
stored pre-emptive criteria then updating said data between said data server and mobile 
communication device, and otherwise pre-empting said updating of said data between 
said data server and mobile communication device (figure 7 shows if a file has been 
updated since the user last received it, then an update is sent, otherwise no update is 
sent and the Time Stamp is updated. Also see C6, L5-50 which teaches updating a 
data item on a mobile unit when the file server data item has changed). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2-5 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wong 
and further in view of Crispin RFC 2060 IMAP v4rev1 , 1996. 

As per claim 2, Wong teaches claim 1 , but is silent on wherein said data server 
is a mail server with a mailbox for storing e-mails identified by respective message IDs, 
and said pre-emptive criteria are selected from the group comprising number of 
messages in said mailbox, mailbox size, and most recent message ID. 

Wong does teach using email messaging (C5, L35-40). 

Crispin teaches email systems and defines using parameters such as "recently 
arrived" message (page 9, top), number of messages in a mailbox (page 8, section 
2.3.1 .2) and Mailbox size (page 1 5, section 5.2). Hence, one skilled can use Wong's 
synchronization scheme for email systems as well, or for database updates, etc.. 
Lastly, the primary examiner notes that the well-known Microsoft Outlook software has 
for years provided Synchronization operations: 

With Outlook running on a PC, click on "Synchronization", then select either "All 
Folders" or "Offline Folder Settings". 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Wong, such that said data server is a mail server with a mailbox for storing e- 
mails identified by respective message IDs, and said pre-emptive criteria are selected 
from the group comprising number of messages in said mailbox, mailbox size, and most 
recent message ID, to provide means for tracking various functional parameters of the 
email system to understand how/when to update the user's files. 
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As per claims 3 and 5, Wong teaches an adaptive polling method for updating 
data between a server and multiple mobiles, the improvement comprising (title, 
Abstract), 

retrieving current pre-emptive criteria from said server (figure 7 shows the system 
checking if the file-to-be-updated has changed recently); 

comparing said current pre-emptive criteria to previously stored pre-emptive 
criteria for respective ones of said multiple mobiles (figure 6 shows Check Interval, Last 
Checked, Last Save Time Stamp), and 

in the event said current pre-emptive criteria does not equal said previously 
stored pre-emptive criteria then updating said data between said server and multiple 
mobiles, and otherwise pre-empting said updating of said data between said main 
server and said multiple mobiles (figure 7 shows if a file has been updated since the 
user last received it, then an update is sent, otherwise no update is sent and the Time 
Stamp is updated. Also see C6, L5-50 which teaches updating a data item on a mobile 
unit when the file server data item has changed), 

but is silent on the data being email, the server being a mail server and the 
mobiles being mailboxes. 

The primary examiner notes that Microsoft's Outlook provides Synchronization 
operations: 

With Outlook running on a PC, click on "Synchronization", then select either "All 
Folders" or "Offline Folder Settings". 

Crispin teaches email systems and defines using parameters (ie. which would 
support synchronization operations) such as "recently arrived" message (page 9, top), 
number of messages in a mailbox (page 8, section 2.3.1 .2) and Mailbox size (page 1 5, 
section 5.2). Hence, one skilled can use Wong's synchronization scheme for email 
systems as well, or for database updates, etc.. 

With further regard to claim 5, Wong teaches a mobile device that 
communicates via RF to a base station (C3, L13-32 and C5, L62 to C7, L4 teaches 
Symantec's Mobile Update software which controls data communication over said 
wireless network between said mobile device and the remote file server). 
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It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Wong, such that the data being email, the server being a mail server and the 
mobiles being mailboxes, to provide update/synchronization services for email systems. 

As per claim 4, Wong teaches claim 3 but is silent on wherein said e-mails are 
identified by respective message IDs, and 

said pre-emptive criteria are selected from the group comprising number of 
messages in respective ones of 

said external said mailboxes, mailbox size of respective ones of said external 
said mailboxes, and most 

recent message ID in respective ones of said external said mailboxes. 

Crispin teaches email systems and defines using parameters (ie. which would 
support synchronization operations) such as "recently arrived" message (page 9, top), 
number of messages in a mailbox (page 8, section 2.3.1.2) and Mailbox size (page 15, 
section 5.2). Hence, one skilled can use Wong's synchronization scheme for email 
systems as well, or for database updates, etc.. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Wong, such that said e-mails are identified by respective message IDs, and said 
pre-emptive criteria are selected from the group comprising number of messages in 
respective ones of said external said mailboxes, mailbox size of respective ones of said 
external said mailboxes, and most recent message ID in respective ones of said 
external said mailboxes, to provide means for tracking various functional parameters of 
the email system to understand how/when to update the user's files. 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

1 . Amir et al. US 2003/0055902 

2. Venkataraman US 2002/0174372 

3. Mahajan et al. US 6,226,650 

4. Peng US 2001/0042099 

5. Meyering US 5,729,735 

6. Maimone US 5,864,837 

7. Kaufman US 6,034,621 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen M. D'Agosta whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7862. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8am to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bill Trost can be reached on 571-272-7872. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Stephen D'Agosta 
Primary Examiner 




